
 

Meet Your President Elect 

Anissa Siefert is the president elect of the Joint OTPTAT Board. She is a licensed Occupational Therapist and is 
serving her 4th year on the Board.  

I graduated from The University of Findlay with my master’s degree in occupational therapy in 2002.  I am currently 
employed by OhioHealth Mansfield Hospital as an acute care occupational therapist where I have worked for the 
past 16 years.  Most of my day is spent providing OT to patients in the ICU and step down units.  My favorite patient 
populations include those with diagnoses of stroke, spinal cord injury and multi-trauma as well as post surgical 
patients.  I have played a role in development of the early mobility program which promotes early mobilization of 
patients on ventilators and building the CABG/Valve/TAVR rehabilitation program in the cardiovascular ICU.  One of 
my most satisfying achievements in the workplace has been identifying durable medical equipment needs 
throughout the building and securing the funding for that equipment to maximize staff efficiency along with the 
patient’s hospital experience.  

What led you to apply for the Board? 

Serving on the Ohio OTPTAT Board was always on my bucket list!  I felt I had come to a point in my OT career where it was time to expand my 
“professional wings” by engaging in an aspect of OT which is very different from my daily hospital responsibilities.  I also had an OT Section member right 
across the hall at my workplace for mentoring as I decided to take the leap and apply for a seat on the board.  Thank you, Jean Halpin! 

What is your favorite part of Board service? 

My absolute favorite part of board service is getting to network with so many talented and dynamic therapists who are also dedicated to upholding their 
profession to its highest ideals.  I also enjoy being a board resource for coworkers at my workplace.  So far, my favorite board position has been serving as 
the enforcement liaison.  This position has, by far, taught me the most about board operations and the importance of understanding Ohio’s OT scope of 
practice.  

Do you have any advice for Board license holders? 

I have two pieces of advice for OT licensees.  First, keep up with your required continuing education hours.  Lack of continuing education hours is a very 
common license violation and one that is easily avoided as many continuing education hours are now offered “free” online!  Second, timely 
documentation and ethical billing are a must.  Always protect your license. 

 

Telehealth and Nursing Home Visits 
The Board has recently received inquiries on how to conduct televisits in 
skilled nursing facilities where the therapist is on site but is unable to 
enter the patient’s room or wing of the facility due to COVID-19 
restrictions. There have been several questions about what kind of 

personnel can assist with treatment in this situation. 
 

Can another discipline perform audio-visual skyping during evaluations, 
therapist progress notes, etc. in the skilled nursing setting? (Televisits)  
 

Physical Therapy Section: Pursuant to section 4755-27-03 (F) of the Ohio 
revised code, delegation of tasks related to the operation and delivery of 
physical therapy to other licensed personnel must be done in accordance  
with the scope of practice of the other licensed personnel's professional 

license, education and training, the level of competence as determined by 
the supervising physical therapist and in consideration of the patient's 
overall needs and medical status. 
 

Paragraph (G)(1-6) of this rule states that " the unlicensed personnel may 
be assigned routine duties that assist in the delivery of physical therapy 
care and operations, such as: (1) maintenance and care of equipment and 
supplies, (2) preparation, maintenance, and cleaning of treatment areas, 
(3) transportation of patients, (4) Office and clerical functions, (5) assisting 
patients preparing for, during, and at the conclusion of treatment, and (6) 
personally assisting the physical therapist, physical therapist assistant, 
student physical therapist, and/or student physical therapist assistant 

(continued on page 2 - televisits) 

Schedule of upcoming 
OTPTAT Board meetings:  

 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY SECTION   
JANUARY 14   9:30 AM 
+1 614-721-2972 United States, Columbus 
(Toll) Conference ID: 799 938 138# 
 

ATHLETIC TRAINERS SECTION 

 +1 614-721-2972 United States, Columbus 

(Toll) Conference ID: 507 505 391# 

 

 

 

ORTHOTICS, PROSTHETICS AND 
PEDORTHICS ADVISORY COUNCIL  
JANUARY 20   2:00 PM  
+1 614-721-2972 United States, Columbus 
(Toll) Conference ID: 439 153 821# 
 

JOINT BOARD  
JANUARY 21   9:00 AM 
+1 614-721-2972 United States, Columbus 
(Toll) Conference ID: 120 732 586# 
 

PHYSICAL THERAPY SECTION  
JANUARY 21   11:00 AM  
+1 614-721-2972 United States, Columbus 
(Toll) Conference ID: 493 871 36# 

 

D espite working from home, the OTPTAT Board staff 
is dedicated to working for you! We are here to answer 
your questions, help you with your license application, 
and investigate your complaints. The team stays in 
touch virtually to ensure we are on the same page and 
getting back to you as soon as possible. Feel free to 
reach out to us via email (board@otptat.ohio.gov) , 
phone (614) 466-3774 or on Facebook for all the latest 
news! We wish our license holders and stakeholders a 
very Happy Holiday!  

Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board 

December 2020 

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Occupational-Therapy-Section
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Athletic-Trainers-Section
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Orthotics-Prosthetics-and-Pedorthics
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Orthotics-Prosthetics-and-Pedorthics
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Physical-Therapy-Section
https://www.facebook.com/OhioOTPTATBoard


(continued from page 1 -  televisits) 

while the physical therapist, physical therapist assistant, student physical  
therapist, and/or student physical therapist assistant is concurrently 
providing services to the same patient.  
 

Pursuant to section 4755-27-02 (B)(1-5) Physical therapist assistants are 
not qualified to: (1) Interpret physician referrals; (2) Conduct initial  
patient evaluations; (3) Write initial or ongoing patient plans of care; (4) 
Conduct re-evaluations of the patient or make changes to the patient plan 
of care; or (5) Perform the discharge evaluation and complete the final 
discharge summary.  
 

Therefore it is the position of the PT Section that it is ideal for the physical 
therapist to complete physical therapy evaluations, therapist progress 
notes, re-assessments, re-certifications, and discharges in person. In the 
event that this is not possible secondary to the COVID-19 pandemic, at the 
discretion of the physical therapist and based on their comfort level given 
the patient's case, electronic visits are acceptable with the physical 
therapist assistant only. Unlicensed personnel including, but not limited to 
nurses, nursing aides, occupational therapists, occupational therapy 
assistants, aides, and therapists, are not permitted to participate in 

physical therapy assessments for public safety reasons.  
Occupational Therapy Section: In this situation, other licensed 
professionals, such as a physical therapist assistant, would be considered 
“unlicensed personnel” by the OT Practice Act. Per Ohio Administrative 
Code 4755-7-01(G), "unlicensed personnel" means any person who is on 
the job trained and supports the delivery of occupational therapy services 
by personally assisting the occupational therapist, occupational therapy 
assistant, student occupational therapist, and/or student occupational 
therapy assistant while the occupational therapist, occupational therapy 
assistant, student occupational therapist, and/or student occupational 
therapy assistant is concurrently providing services to the same client.  
Pursuant to section 4755-7-03 (D) of the Ohio Administrative Code states 
that "unlicensed personnel may only perform specific tasks which are 
neither evaluative, task selective, nor recommending in nature.” 
Additionally, the occupational therapist must not delegate the following to 
unlicensed personnel: Performance of occupational therapy evaluative 
services; Initiation, planning, adjustment, modification, or performance of 
occupational therapy services; or Making occupational therapy entries 
directly in the client's official records.  
 

It is the position of the OT Section that it is ideal for the occupational 
therapist to complete occupational therapy evaluations, therapist 
progress notes, re-assessments, re-certifications, and discharges in 
person. If this is not possible secondary to the COVID-19 pandemic, at the 
discretion of the occupational therapist, and based on their comfort level 
given the patient's case, electronic visits are acceptable with the 
occupational therapy assistant only. Unlicensed personnel including, but 
not limited to nurses, nursing aides, physical therapists, physical therapist 
assistants, and aides are not permitted to participate in occupational 
therapy assessments for public safety reasons. This task requires training 
in occupational therapy and falls outside the scope of unlicensed 
personnel. Unlicensed personnel are permitted to observe a session for 
the purposes of professional consultation, coordination, and patient care.
 

RENEWALS 
 

Renewal for all Occupational Therapy Assistants, Athletic Trainers, Physical Therapist Assistants, Orthotists, Prosthetists, Pedorthists, and Prosthetist-
Orthotists is now open. Please log into the Ohio eLicense Center at https://elicense.ohio.gov/oh_communitieslogin to renew your license. Preferred 
browser is Google Chrome. 

Recent legislation, House Bill 404, has extended the deadline for expiration of all licenses issued by the state of Ohio due to expire by April 1, 2021 to July 
1, 2021. As a result, the expiration dates have been adjusted to July 1, 2021 in the Ohio eLicense system. Although the deadline to renew has been 
extended, the OTPTAT Board encourages you move forward with renewal as soon as possible, as maintenance of your license is an important 
professional responsibility. The deadline for completion of your required continuing education is unchanged. Renewing by January 31, 2021 based on the 
same schedule that has been in place for many years will reduce the risk of an accidental lapse in licensure and ensure that you can easily stay on track 
with your continuing education requirement timeline. 

If you do not wish to renew your license, no further action is required from you at this time. However, you will continue to receive renewal reminders 
since your expiration date is approaching. Simply ignore these reminders if you do NOT wish to renew.  

If you have any questions, please contact us at Board@otptat.ohio.gov. If you need assistance logging in, please contact (855) 405-5514 Monday-Friday 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

You do not need to submit your certificates during your renewal, but please retain them in case you are selected for audit. First time renewals do not 
have to complete continuing education.  

 

Athletic Trainers:  

The AT Section has recently released Recommendations on Best Practices in Documentation. You can read more:  

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Pubs/AT%20Documentation%20Recommendations.pdf?ver=2020-03-03-163406-910 

 

https://elicense.ohio.gov/OH_HomePage
mailto:Board@otptat.ohio.gov
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Pubs/AT%20Documentation%20Recommendations.pdf?ver=2020-03-03-163406-910


Formal Board Actions Taken by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,  

and Athletic Trainers Board  

November 2020 

 

Catherine Burke   Sanction: Written reprimand; pay a fine of $700.00; develop a personal plan of action ensuring future  

OT004789  compliance; provide a copy of the Consent Agreement to any current and future employers during   

   agreement term.   

Basis for Action: On or about the months of July 2019 to January 2020, Burke engaged in the practice of occupational 

therapy, when she did not hold a valid license to do so in the State of Ohio.  

Board Action Date: 11/12/2020 
 

Stephanie Applegate Sanction: Written reprimand; provide a copy of the Consent Agreement to any current and future employers  
OT007777  during agreement term.  

Basis for Action: Applegate supervised an occupational therapy assistant that engaged in the practice of occupational 

therapy when she did not hold a valid license in the State of Ohio to do so for she had placed her license in escrow from 

June 29, 2018 to July 1, 2020. 

Board Action Date: 11/12/2020 
 

Joan Tyburski   Sanction: Voluntary surrender/simultaneous revocation.  
PTA003565  Basis for Action: Tyburski provided six (6) contact hours of continuing education completion within the   
   reporting period of February 1, 2017 to January 31, 2019.   

Board Action Date: 11/19/2020 
 

 

Matthew Pecorelli   Sanction: License suspension for an indefinite period of time with terms of conditions for reinstatement;  
PTA004027   during agreement term. Upon reinstatement, license will be placed on probationary status for no less than a  
   period of one (1) year; Pecorelli at his own expense shall complete a fitness for practice evaluation, abide by  
   all recommendations of the fit for practice evaluation and provide proof of completion of any rehabilitation   
   recommendation; Pecorelli at his own expense must also submit to random drug screenings; Pecorelli must   
   abide by all treatment programs designated by the court; provide a copy of the Consent Agreement to any   
   current and future employers during agreement term.   

Basis for Action: On February 25, 2020, Pecorelli was sentenced without verdict in the Court of Common Pleas of Mercer 
county, Pennsylvania to the offense of theft of unlawful taking, a felony of the third degree.  
Board Action Date: 11/19/2020 
 

Devee Sresthadatta  Sanction: Written reprimand; Sresthadatta at her own expense, shall complete the course, “Medical Ethics and  

PT014066   Professionalism (ME-22) conducted by PBI Education; provide a copy of the Consent Agreement to any current and future 

   employers during agreement term.  

   Sanction: Written reprimand; Sresthadatta at her own expense, shall complete the course, “Medical Ethics and  

   Professionalism (ME-22) conducted by PBI Education; provide a copy of the Consent Agreement to any current and future 

   employers during agreement term.  

Basis for Action: On January 18, 2020 and January 19, 2020, Sresthadatta falsely billed for physical therapy services that 
she did not provide.  
Board Action Date: 11/19/2020 
 

Robert Miles   Sanction: License shall be suspended for an indefinite period of time not less than a period of six (6) months; Miles at his 
PTA11120   own expense shall complete a fitness for practice evaluation, abide by all recommendations of the fit for practice  
   evaluation and provide proof of completion of any rehabilitation recommendation; pay a fine of $1,000.00; shall  
   "unconditionally pass" the PROBE Ethics & Boundaries Program; provide copy of adjudication order to any current and 
   future employers during the suspension period of the adjudication order; Miles upon his reinstatement and return to  
   physical therapy practice, will work under a direct line of sight supervision for a period of three months by a physical  
   therapist.  

Basis for Action: December 08, 2020, Miles provided physical therapy services to an individual that was not a patient of 

Miles and not a patient of physical therapy. 

Board Action Date: 11/19/2020 
 

Megan Webb   Sanction: License revocation.  
AT005599   Basis for Action: During the month of February 2019, Webb entered into an inappropriate relationship with a high school 
   student that was her patient and also a minor in which evolved into a sexual relationship.   

   Board Action Date: 11/20/2020 
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